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Program Notes by the composer

Morning on the Yangtze has been over 30 years in the making. Though not all of that time was
spent actively working on the piece. The first rendition I created of this piece was written for
concert band in 1974 and was simply titled Movement II. We read through the piece a couple of
times, but I never pursued completion of the suite, not movement I nor movement III (if there
was ever even going to be a movement IIl.) And there it sat until 2006 when I thought I would
take up several of my old compositions that had lain idle over the years and recreate them. I
started scoring the “new” Movement II for chamber orchestra, but soon realized I would need a
full orchestra to create the sounds and intensity I was after. As this new version was evolving I
realized that there wasn’t much left of the original concert band version; It truly was a new
piece going from about 3 minutes to about 9 minutes; evolving into a song of the waterways as
the work on the rivers progressed throughout the day. Finally in 2007 I was satisfied with the
layout and sounds I was after, but, what to call it? Obviously Movement II wouldn’t suffice. I
asked my partner to listen to a recording, saying, “I’m not sure what to call my new piece, it’s
about a river coming to life in the morning, but it has kind of an Asian feeling. After the first
few minutes of listening he responded, “Call it Morning on the Yangtze. That’s what it sounds
like to me.” So my new piece, with fragments of the former concert band version, was
christened and came to completion . The piece itself is laid out rather simply. It is a tone poem
depicting the morning on the Yangtze from the quiet of the river as the sun rises to the hustle
and bustle of a thriving river community. After an extended introduction featuring the low
strings the melody continues to build to the full sun shining and the river community coming to
life. The melody continues to evolve as the piece progresses. The piece tries to end with a tutti
section of the full orchestra, but the river is persistent and the development section returns.
Then when the 1st theme finally comes back in the same tutti section the piece comes quickly to
a close.

I hope you enjoy the piece as much as I enjoyed creating it.

Instrumentation:
2,2,2,2-42 3,1 - percussion - strings

Flute I & II

Oboe I & 11
Clarinet in Bb 1 & 11
Bassoon I & 11
Horns in F I, II, II1, IV
Trumpets in Bb I, I
Trombones I, II, III
Tuba

Timpani

Bells

Gong

Cymbals

Snare Drum

Bass Drum

Violin [ & II

Viola

Cello

Bass
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Morning on the Yangtze
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